Introduction
Interest in fast growing poplar clones for maximum production in short-rotation intensive culture is obvious. Clones from Aigeiros and Tacamahaca sections are well suited for short-rotation intensive culture because of their rapid juvenile growth. ' Fast starter' clones are most suited for a 1-3 yr old coppice stand rotation according to Zsuffa (1979) . Superior hybrid growth was indicated as a factor responsible for the good performance of hybrid poplar in comparison with mere species clones (Cain and Ormrod, 1984 (Fig.1). River for which 50% of the leaf area was retained until 3 wk later (Fig. 3) . Leaf area duration data (Table I) emphasize the large differences among clones.
The RGR decreased from the beginning of the season, as was also shown by Farmer (1980) , and became negative (leaf fall) at the end (Fig. 4) (Fig. 5) . The LAR decreased throughout the season; Columbia River always had the highest ratio (Fig. 6) 
